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Abstract

Background and Objective: As one of the oldest cultural and educational heritages of Iran, wrestling and zurkhaneh sports
have unique functions in cultivating students' morality, identity, and health. However, its development in schools faces two
strategic obstacles: a severe shortage and unfair distribution of spatial infrastructure (only 17 zurkhanehs for 16 million
students) and the lack of a localized educational model to integrate with the physical education curriculum. This study aimed
to design and explain a strategic model for the development of wrestling sports in Iranian schools with a combined approach
of "mobile infrastructure" and "local curriculum". Methodology: The present study was conducted with a qualitative
approach and a systematic data-based theory strategy. Data were collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews with
18 experts and key stakeholders, including architects, sports managers, zurkhaneh veterans, and educational science
specialists, who were selected using purposive and snowball sampling methods. Data analysis was performed using
MAXQDA 2024 software through open, axial, and selective coding. Findings: From the data analysis, a paradigmatic model
was extracted including six axial categories: causal conditions (per capita gap in sports space, generational gap in the
transmission of indigenous knowledge, confrontation of place-based architecture with the modern education system), axial

phenomenon (mobile powerhouse as a dynamic cultural-educational medium), strategies (structural modularization,
localization of light technologies, symbolic integrated design), contextual conditions (macro-educational policies, lack of
national standards), intervening conditions (budgetary constraints, gender attitudes), and consequences (realization of
educational justice, innovation in school sports architecture, dynamic preservation of heritage, reduction of construction
costs, job creation, and structural safety). In the coding process, 138 open codes, 24 subcategories, and 10 main categories
were identified and organized into a paradigmatic model. Conclusion: The combined application of the strategies of “mobile
and modular infrastructure” and “localized curriculum” can lead to the realization of spatial justice, dynamic protection of
intangible heritage, reduction of construction costs by up to 70%, and promotion of students’ multidimensional
competencies. By preserving the intrinsic values of zurkhaneh sports, this model enables schools to benefit from its
educational capacities while adapting to spatial and structural constraints.

Keywords: Pahlavani sports, mobile zurkhaneh, local curriculum, spatial justice, Iranian schools.
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